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> ) d\——— The path up to Darjeeling is an interesting commute. The scorching heat and humidity of
Siliguri is almost unbearable. The air is filled with potent smells of Indian confectionery
mixed with petrol and dry earth. It’s a bustling metropolis of sprawling organic settlements
and enterprising market stalls. In recent years monolithic structures of concrete and glass

have started to sprout seemingly out of nowhere. You witness this on your drive from

Bagdogra airport. The route dissects the city in half. However, as you near the foothills the
noise suddenly disappears. You never notice it. You find yourself driving down a solitary
strip of tarmac with lush jungle on either side with intermittent signs warning you of wild
elephants. Then the tarmac suddenly starts snaking up the hills. It gets colder. Much
colder. How can it be that only an hour ago you had the heat wringing sweat off your back?
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Onur - The non-dependent child

Onur is the eldest son in a
multigenerational Turkish
household. He is a typical young
man, who enjoys sports and
spending time with his friends.
He has a large extended family
who are based around Enfield.
He lives in a crowded household
and often has confrontations with
his younger siblings and mother,
the presence of his grandparents
and their decreasing mobility

has also largely eliminated any private space he can
benefit from. Onur generally struggles to wind-down

when coming home from his apprenticeship due to a

lack of personal space, this historically has led to him

spending time out late with friends.

Chantal - The Carer

Chantal lives with her grandmother, her mother is in care and

her father is abroad. Chantal and her grandmother live together

in a one bedroom council flat on the fourth storey of a tower block. Chantal’'s grandmother
recently suffered from a stroke and now requires assistance
with some household activities which Chantal supports her with
when possible. Chantal is also a student though rather than
stay to socialise or use the library she often makes her way
home straight after classes to look after her grandmother and
provide her with company. When at home Chantal also finds it
difficult to study due to a lack of personal space.

Vashti - The Expectant Mother

A South Asian family where the eldest daughter is now

married to the son, two generations live in one property, they
are economically strong and can afford to buy freehold, this
will be the out of choice intergen living scenario.

Vasthi has moved in with her new husband, they live with his
parents who are middle aged. Both Vashti and her husband
are professionals, Vashti is a doctor at North Middlesex

Hospital. Her father-in-law operates a pharmacy. Vashti is

pregnant with their first child.




o A CSTORY O YQGLEThERIESY

A Story of Togetherness forms part of NOOMA Studio’s ongoing
exploration of circular narratives. Thank you for being a part of the
story. Please find a peice to make your own on the back page. Take
a picture and share with the tag #ASTORYOFTOGETHERNESS
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INARCHITECTURE:

Digable Planets
-Reachin’ (A New Refutation of Time and Space)
-Blowout Comb

Time /Place/ Space/ Pride/ Peace /Love/
Sound/ Abstraction/ Power /Futurism

THE NATURAL LIBERATIO

' ALL POWER TO
THE PEOP; £
SEIZE THE Time
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Blowin’ out the mind dust [ cors and chaos ¢
free the land
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The vision of a reimagined
penal and social landscape
stems from the principle
that everyone has value and

‘social capital’. Social capital

is defined as the economic

and community worth or value

where social networks are

central and relationships and

commitments are marked

with reciprocity, trust and co-
operation (Woodcock, 2000).

Prisoners would be valid

and responsible members of

their community, producing
goods and services for
their rehabilitation and the

common good, within a locally

controlled and determined

Assessment Centre adapted from The Ideal City by Fra Carnevale (1480 - 84)

system. We envisage an
inclusion model where
boundaries, buildings and
thresholds become blurred
as the penal model acts as
a catalyst for change within
communities.

Regeneration would occur
through building projects,
social enterprise, volunteering
and employment, thus
boosting economies and
generating tax. People who
have committed offences
and are sentenced to prison
would serve their sentence in
their home region, enabling
reparation to victims and

the community, preservation

of contact with families,
maintenance of employment
or education and attainment
of education and employment
to be continued on release.

We see a dynamic ‘community
generation hub’ in domestic
scale buildings. These hubs
would facilitate access to
education and training in local
areas during the sentence,
increasing the likelihood of a
smooth transition after release.
Although prisoners would
experience more freedoms
than in the current system, this
Free Prisoners model requires
commitment from prisoners
and is not an easy option.

“Current educational
structures prioritises
competition,
individualism

and self-interest,
which is then
mirrored in practice.
We are brokering a
realignment of values
by placing emphasis
on a student’s own
principles and life

experience.”
“Ifeduc .
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We don’t have a word for “cousin” in Nepali or
Tamang for that matter. The idea of a nuclear
family is a fairly new concept. | grew up with my
cousins, aunties, uncles and grandparents as
much as my mother and father. Our family unit
never saw and continue to not see themselves
as anything other than immediate family. The
strength of familial bond seem to transcend
distance or frequency in communication. | lost
my brother last year. He was 35 years old. Our
family once more reconvened in our ancestral
home as we prepared for the ceremonies that
would follow.
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stations

respite at any time of day.

co-authored book ‘The
Autonauts of the Cosmoroute’ Carol
Dunlop and Julio Cortazar describe them as €
“The place of time and truth, where life

still has two legs and two arms, while the
robots of the freeway lie still, dispirited,
dead in their silence and powerlessness”

(P2W) @n1q ‘(L) uaaab (0t IN) Xoela ‘(SW) yuid ‘() aBuedo ‘(9W) pad :s1amsuy

Each dot represents a
different motorway service
station.Eachcolourrepresents
a different motorway within the
UK. Join up the dots and guess
the motorway, can you also
guess the names of the
service  stations?

How
can unlearning
help? We should do so to

develop a new lexicon that is more
accurate. Do we regenerate or placemake
or do we shed ourselves of these post-colonial
terms and develop more accurate expressions of
what's needed? Unlearning our language means we

N] '-E)(IcO

* . W can develop new tools of practice and expression; if our
L4 experience . . . . .
motorways  as a only tool is a hammer then everything is a nail, right? From
o Somthuousl moving stage the lack of definition in the national planning frameworks
’ rgg\f/';zagzse:utigatlgﬁt‘30:::(53:&% to the complexity of local issues, being without accurate
’ park” saying “As we drive, our languages means that we don’t understand how to approach
" rff'éﬁg?fr\n',':yu;;?;e;";‘3;?;‘,, atorl the problems we are tasked with solving from top to bottom.
views and.  Dridges - changes; Not enough homes, too much air pollution, 2.2 objections
° ifferent vistas open out and . . . .
suddenly shut down as per planning application; there is mess and rather than
we move through the . . .
landscape” continuing to play in the mud as we are now | would

call on the sector to become children again, to
unlearn and then play with how we might
rebuild the language of place for
accuracy and to create
simplicit

Service

much needed
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@Noo‘ma.Studio
#ASTORYOFTOGETHERNESS



